
The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 1943

The Jews living in the Ghetto in Warsaw faced a threat that made any resistance and 
fighting appear useless. Four weeks after the German Army’s first assault on Poland the 
first units reached Warsaw, where more than 380.000 Jews were living at that time. It 
soon became clear. That there was not much hope for them. From then on, people of 
Jewish faith were not only excluded and discriminated against, but also subjected to 
terrible living conditions. On 2 October 1940 the order was given to create a ghetto, 
and soon a city inside the city behind existed high walls in Warsaw. A lethal lack of pro-
visions, of space and forced labour now dominated the lives of those imprisoned in the 
ghetto, which soon was cruelly overcrowded with up to 450.000 people forced to live 
on 3.1 km2. If the German district Haßberge (where the German pupils live) had this 
population density, it would have to hold about 140 million people – (half the popula-
tion of the Russian Federation) - instead of the 85.000 inhabitants it now has.

In many descriptions of the holocaust the Jews appear as passive audience of their 
own sufferings, who had no way of resisting the German attacks and atrocities. In the 
course of what the Nazis used to call the “final solution to the Jewish question” the de-
portations of those living in the ghetto to the death camp in Treblinka – located north 
of Warsaw – began. Within three months about 240.000 Jews were thus displaced and 
murdered.

The remaining inhabitants of the ghetto decided to set a sign – a sign that would show 
the world that the Jews would not surrender without fighting. On 19 April 1043 those 
remaining in the ghetto rebelled against the SS-formations that had moved in to drive 
out the remaining inhabitants – expecting no resistance at all. Poorly armed, outnum-
bered and in a hopeless position very soon, the fighters of the organization „Zydows-
ka Organizacja Bojowa“ and other Jewish fighting units still held out almost for a full 
month against the occupying forces, before the fighting ended on 16 May 1943. The 
remaining buildings in the former ghetto were burned down or blown up by the Ger-
mans and only a few former inhabitants of the ghetto survived.

To realize how important this example of Jewish resistance is today, it is enough to go 
to Warsaw on April 19, as every year on this day people wear yellow daffodils to com-
memorate the Warsaw ghetto uprising and the victims of the holocaust.

“If you fight, you may lose. If you don’t fight, you have already lost” 

Two „Askaris“ or „Trawnikis“ as representatives of the so-called „foreign subsidiary ethnic divisions“ SS 
before the corpses of Jews in the doorway of the Warsaw Ghetto. The unit trained in village of Trawni-
ki was made up of Ukrainians, Russians, Belorussians, Poles, Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, ethnic 
Germans, Kazakhs and Tartars.

Captured Jews marched off to the Umschlagplatz for deportation in Zamenhofa Street.

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising- The cover page from a copy of Jürgen Stroop Report to Heinrich Himmler 
from May 1943. The German title reads: „There is no Jewish Quarter in Warsaw anymore!“. Below Nu-
remberg Trials stamps.

 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising (Poland) - Photo from Jürgen Stroop Report to Heinrich Himmler from May 
1943. One of the most famous pictures of World War II.  People identified in the picture:
Identity of the boy in the front was not confirmed, but is possibly Artur Dab Siemiatek, Levi Zelinwar-
ger (next to his mother, Chana Zelinwarger) or Tsvi Nussbaum, Hanka Lamet - small girl on the left, 
Matylda Lamet Goldfinger - Hanka‘s mother next to her (second from the left), Leo Kartuziński - teen-
aged boy in the background with white bag on his shoulder, Golda Stavarowski - in the background, 
first woman from the right, with one hand raised, Josef Blösche - SS man (Nazi Germany) with gun, 
was executed in 1969.

Warsaw Ghetto, smashed into the ground by German forces, according to Adolf Hitler`s order, after 
suppression of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in 1943. North-west view, left - the Krasinski`s Garden 
and Swietojerska street, photo taken in circa 1950.

Pedestrians with paper daffoldis - 
symbols of the heroes of the uprising.
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