
Ways of speaking 
 

to speak to express thoughts aloud, using 

the voice 

sprechen 

to say to pronounce (a sound, word, 

etc.) 

sagen 

to lisp the habit of lisping lispeln 

to whisper to speak or say very quietly so 

that only a person close by can 

hear 

flüstern 

to mumble to speak or say unclearly nuscheln 

to shout to make a loud sound with the 

voice 

schreien 

to cheer, to exult to shout in praise, approval or 

support 

jubeln 

to mutter / to mumble to speak in a low voice, not 

easily heard 

murmeln / brummeln 

to tell, to narrate to make s.th. known in words to 

s.o. 

erzählen 

to report to provide information berichten 

to comment, to annotate To make a comment, give an 

opinion 

kommentieren 

to command to tell s.o. to do s.th. with the 

right to be obeyed 

kommandieren 

to cry to produce tears from the eyes 

as a sign of sorrow 

weinen 

to howl to cry loudly, in pain, sorrow or 

anger 

heulen 

to snivel to act or speak in a weak 

complaining crying way 

schluchzen 

to argue to express disagreement in 

words, often with strong feeling 

streiten 

to argue to provide reasons for or 

against s.th. 

argumentieren 

to be / keep / remain silent  schweigen 

to be glad / pleased / happy feeling or showing pleasure freuen 

to allow to let s.b. / s.th. do s.th. erlauben 

to forbid / prohibit to order s.b. not to do s.th. verbieten 

to answer to say, write or do s.th. as a 

reaction to a question or 

situation 

antworten 

to ask, to interrogate to say or write s.th. in the form 

of a question, in order to get 

information 

fragen 

to ask/beg for s.th to ask s.b. for s.th., especially in 

a anxious way because you 

need it very much 

bitten um 

to call/exclaim/shout to shout or say s.th. loudly to 

attract sb’s attraction 

rufen 

to consider to think about s.th. carefully erwägen 



especially in order to make a 

decision 

to decide to think carefully about the 

different possibilities that are 

available and choose one of 

them 

entscheiden / beschließen 

to explain to tell sb about s.th. in a way 

that makes it easy to understand 

erklären 

to expect to think or believe that s.th. will 

happen or that sb will do s.th. 

erwarten 

to know to have information in your 

mind as a result of experience 

or because you have learned or 

been told it 

wissen 

to remember to have or keep an image in 

your memory of an event, a 

person, a place etc. from the 

past 

sich erinnern 

to suggest to put forward an idea / a plan 

for other people to think about 

vorschlagen 

to admit to allow s.th. to enter place zulassen 

to talk to say things; to speak in order 

to give information or to 

express feelings, ideas, etc. 

reden 

to persuade sb to make sb. do sth. by giving 

them good reasons for doing it 

überreden 

to order sb to do s.th. to use your position of authority 

to tell sb to do s.th. or say that 

s.th. must happen 

befehlen 

to force sb  to make sb do s.th. that I don’t 

want to do 

zwingen 

to scream to give a loud, high cry, 

because you are hurt, 

frightened, excited, etc. 

schreien 

to act, behave to do things in a particular way verhalten 

to behave with respect  sich respektvoll verhalten 

to keep calm  sich ruhig verhalten 

to show solidarity  sich solidarisch verhalten 

deviant behavior  abweichendes Verhalten 

aggressive behaviour  aggressives Verhalten 

fraudulent behaviour  arglistiges Verhalten 

elusiveness  ausweichendes Verhalten 

cheating to trick sb or make them believe 

s.th. which is not true 

betrügerisches Verhalten 

affectation behaviour or action that is not 

natural or sincere and  intended 

to impress other people 

gekünsteltes Verhalten 

proper behaviour  ordentliches Verhalten 

unreasonable behaviour  unvernuünftiges Verhalten 
 


