Scientology
„Scientology is a religion in ist highest meaning, as it helps to bring man to total freedom and truth”

Founder of the Church of Scientology

L(afayette) Ron Hubbard (1911 in Montana)

· Read a lot (major literature)

· Moved around a lot because of Navy father (Asia/ India, China, Philippines) => interest in different philosophies and origins of life

· Studied under Freud and got interested in psychoanalysis

· Engineering student in the USA (nuclear physics)

· 1932 organized expeditions (Caribbean, Puerto Rico- minerals/ civilizations)

· During Depression: became author for magazines and newspapers (15 pennames) => 300 books

· 1937: dynamic principle of existence => research 

· Naval officer in WW II- highly decorated, left active service because of wounds

· Dianetics (1950): book on the mind (source of nightmares and insecurity), linking ideas of East and West and science 

· Spirit is separate from body and mind (could be reborn)
· Travelled around the world to promote his ideas and establish Churches of Scientology with headquarters in England

Principles
· Body is just an instrument that works like a machine 
· Consciousness is Thetan (=thought, spirit) BODY and MIND => Thetan

· Survival is the main goal: dynamics (self- be individual/creativity- family unit, make things for the future/group survival/species- survival in mankind/ life forms- survive as life forms/physical universe- matter, energy, space and time/ spiritual/ become a supreme being- infinity) concentric circles of dynamics starting with the self- at the end self is close to infinity/creator
· Tone Scale: tones of emotions have patterns which can be identified, so that people can cope with each, understanding the tones means handling situations in the correct way => help with relationships => taking mystery out of human behaviour

· Affinity (feeling of affection or lack of it), reality and communication (interchange of ideas) are interdependent (triangle)

· Auditing (precise activity): auditor (extensively trained) help find sources of distress with an e-meter, can focus on the problems and solve them, helps to explore the past 

· Spiritual blindness- auditing => Spiritual enlightenment

Structure
- Missions: few members
- Orgs (=organisations). Offer training, auditing, workshops

- Celebrity Centers: for VIPs

Headquarter is Los Angels But there are according to Scientology more than 25 000 members in 1039 missions in 99 countries (2008)
Criticism
· Mind- controlling techniques to manipulate people so they will donate money
· Auditing => make people lose control over their lives (trance-like state) lose ability to think and therefore challenge certain ideas and methods “brainwashing”

· Xenu lie: members above the CLEAR level get story about Lord Xenu who coped with overpopulation in his party of the galaxy by sending his people to Earth and kill them with hydrogen bombs. The souls infested humans and can only be gotten out by auditing where a person can make them experience the h- bombs again, so the body thetans/ distress leave the body
