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This cartoon comments on the United States’ role in Iraq and the criticism associated with it. 

In this cartoon you can see in the background several oriental buildings with palms which suggest that this refers to Middle Eastern surroundings.  In front of these building there is a man standing over a dead person. The man is wearing a simple grey uniform that has no sign of identification. His face is masked by a Muslim headdress which covers everything except his eyes. Over his right shoulder he is carrying a rifle. 

The body lying on the ground in the foreground is already decomposed. In his skull you can see several fractures and a big whole. The skeleton is wearing a Superman costume which is quite dirty and torn. 

The caption on the top of the cartoon says:” Iraq- Here lies the US Imperialism.”

This caption refers to gravestone inscriptions which tell the visitor who is buried in this spot. In the cartoon’s case it is the skeleton which is dead and is supposed to represent the United States’ imperialism. This means that the USA want to impose their ideology and values on other countries because they feel superior to them. This feeling of superiority is conveyed by the Superman costume which represents invincibility.  Here, in Iraq, though, the US haven’t succeeded but have been indeed defeated by the Taliban, who are represented by the man standing in this cartoon. 
The cartoonist wants to say with this cartoon that the United States interfere in other peoples’ affairs because they feel that they are better than anybody else at this job. There are, however, people who do not share this sentiment and, therefore, fight the United States’ troops. 

This cartoon might cause the United States to rethink their strategy towards other peoples and face the fact that sometimes they should leave it to these peoples to solve their problems rather than losing more Americans to a hopeless cause. 

The American Century- Question on the text
Explain the author’s attitude towards the United States emerging as an influential political and military power. 

· Proud tone (Examples in text: intellectual, scientific and artistic capital of the world” l. 30/31, “experience in commerce” l. 34/35, “leadership prestige” l. 37)

· Moral responsibility (Good Samaritan)

· Arrogance (comparable to other world powers)=  American Exceptionalism
The author of the article The American Century has certainly got a very positive attitude towards the United States. 

He conveys this by saying in a very proud tone that the United States has already reached the top regarding science, the arts, politics and economy. He describes, for instance, the country as the “scientific and artistic capital of the world” (l. 30/31).
In addition to this patriotism, the author thinks that the United States has the moral obligation and ability to help other countries, which is why he compares his home country to the “Good Samaritan” (l..).

These views of the United States suggest a feeling of superiority within the author which makes him sound rather arrogant to the non- American reader. 

The United States dominate the world. Do you agree?

In his inauguration speech in January, US President Barack Obama said that the United States were ready to lead once again. Ever since the United States entered WW II in 1941 after their naval base in Pearl Harbor had been attacked by Japanese warplanes, the United States of America have had a leading role in world politics. 

Being part of the victorious allied forces after WW II, the United States felt it its moral obligation to influence other countries to the effect that they would adopt their values, ideology, democratic system and culture. This way the United States of America has become a dominant leader of the world. 

Their cultural influence is just one example to show that America is dominating the world. Not only can you find MacDonald’s restaurants in all major cities worldwide, even in Communist Beijing, but clothes, which are in fashion in the United States soon find their way over the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean. To name just a few of these US imports: the miniskirt, t-shirt, sweatshirt, hoodies etc. Using English expressions to name these pieces of clothes speaks volumes of the American influence of the USA.
There is certainly no doubt that the United States have had and will have a domineering role worldwide regardless in what part of life. There is, however, some doubt whether people outside the United States might like becoming Americanized. Although President Obama is enjoying worldwide approval right now, thinks might change and already existing Anti- American sentiments might prohibit the United States from “leading again”. 
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