Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.

· INTOLERANCE: 

· action is based in a theocracy (state and church are one) which is ruled by Puritanism, so moral/ religious values are the basis of this society; who deviates is against the rules and therefore against God and in alliance with the Devil

· HYSTERIA: 

· Hysteria supplants logic and enables people to believe that their neighbours, whom they have always considered upstanding people, are committing absurd and unbelievable crimes, contagious like a disease

· REPUTATION: 

· important in the society of Salem, fear of guilt by association, don’t want to taint their name (Parris- Abby and Betty; John- could uncover the “conspiracy”)

