I) Text

Leading Man Leads a 'Green Revolution'

By Brian Rooney
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	Leonardo DiCaprio says it was years ago when then-Vice President Al Gore took the time to explain to him the phenomenon of global warming and what it means for Earth. 

"I was terrified, "DiCaprio said. "I think I was terrified, like anyone would be. And I didn't quite understand the connection that we had as human beings and the fact that we could literally change our climate in that way." 
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Now the 32-year-old actor is a passionate advocate for the environment and saving the planet. His documentary "The 11th Hour" presents an argument that says, in a nutshell, "Time is running out. You need to listen and believe it." 

Like his mentor Gore in "An Inconvenient Truth," DiCaprio acts as an investigator presenting the ideas of 54 scientists and analysts. 

One of them says, "Not only is it the 11th hour, it's 11:59 and 59 seconds." 

Another, Kenny Ausubel, founder of the Bioneers Network, says in the documentary, "No civilization that has exceeded its ecological limits has ever recovered from that." 

"What is it, over 90 percent of the scientific community agree that mankind does have an impact on our climate? I tend to side with them," DiCaprio said. 

His narration follows the development of civilization from mere subsistence to a crowded world upon which humans burn millions of years' worth of stored coal and oil, changing the environment that sustains life. The documentary tracks how human beings have dramatically changed nature, leading to the extinction of thousands of species while changing patterns of weather and heating Earth's atmosphere. 

DiCaprio is careful not to present himself as an environmental expert. He tries to lead by example. He drives a hybrid car and has built a house with all the bells and whistles of green technology. "Solar panels and everything," he said. "It's insulated in the proper ways. I've got clean air, clean water. It's very complicated stuff, but it's green." 

Paper or plastic? "Paper, of course," he said. 
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DiCaprio made the documentary with sisters Nadia Conners and Leila Conners Peterson, who directed the project. The trio had worked together on two previous short-subject films about the environment. 

"What we tried to do is create a story about humanity and the planet, and how we got here, why we're here, why we're stuck here, and how we can get out of this situation," Conners said. 

"I think we want them to walk away from the film saying, 'OK, I get it. There is a problem,'" said Peterson. "But, what's so amazing and exciting about the time we live in is that there are solutions, the solutions are there." 

Paper or plastic? "Neither! Bring your own bag!" they say. 

Amid all the dire warnings, "The 11th Hour" presents hope for new technology and new kinds of energy — doing things nature's way, like the way a spider can weave a web stronger than steel without burning even a lump of coal. 

DiCaprio said you don't even have to believe in global warming to want a clean environment. "It's not about imposing a certain belief system or a way of life on people in any economic background," he said. 

"It's about just being aware of this issue. That's the most important thing, and really trying to say next time I vote, next time I buy something, I'm just going to be aware of what's really going on." 

Adapted from: http://abcnews.go.com/Nightline/Story?id=3466584&page=2


II) Questions on the Text

Read all the questions first, and then answer them.  Use your OWN words as far as is appropriate. 

1. Describe what DiCaprio’s documentary The 11th Hour is about and why the title is very appropriate. (c. 5 sentences) 
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2. Describe what has motivated/inspired Leonardo DiCaprio and his sisters to make this documentary and explain what they hope to achieve with The 11th Hour. (c. 3 sentences) 
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3.  Use the information from this text and your background knowledge to explain why Leonardo DiCaprio could have been chosen as one of TIME’s Envrionmental Heroes. (TIME magazine. October 28, 2007) (3-4 sentences)
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III) Composition

Choose ONE topic. Use your OWN words as far as appropriate
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Write the introduction and ONE argument of a personal comment. 100- 120 words.

1. Global Warming or Global Exaggeration? George Will (www.brutallyhonest.org ) has posed this question. Write a personal comment on whether you think global warming is exaggerated by scientists and concerned people. 

2. While the media has been focusing on the topic of global warming, there remain other environmental problems to tackle. Write a personal comment why people should not forget about the deforestation of rainforests.

IV) Version

Translate l. 28-33
