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1. Canada- A Multicultural Society

Going shopping in Toronto reminds a tourist of a tour of the world- you get a taste of many countries within one city. From Chinatown all around Sparks Street to the Italian section in the North of the city, you name it. 

The reason for this melting pot of ethnic groups and nationalities is that Canada has always been a country of immigration. Ever since the First Nation tribes immigrated from Asian over the Bering Strait to North America during the last ice age, people from all over the world have considered Canada the perfect country for a new beginning. 

Centuries after the first nations had made Canada their home explorers from Europe came to conquer the northern part of this continent. Jacques Cartier from France or John Cabot, an Italian who sailed to Canada on the order of the English king, are just the two most famous explorers. Later on they were followed by millions of immigrants from all over the world. 
These immigrants will be described in the course of this paper as well as their contributions to Canadian culture. 

Unfortunately, many of these contributors were not welcome in the country of ice hockey and Lacrosse. Chinese immigrants for example, who wanted to make some money by working for the transcontinental railway companies to be able to afford a better life back in China, were discriminated, beaten and even lynched. The fate they had to endure will be described and illustrated to show the injustice that was done to them. 

Though many mistakes were made by both the Canadian government and Canadians themselves regarding the treatment of immigrants Canada seems to have thrived on those immigrants’ contributions. Therefore, Canada’s PM Stephen Harper says with pride today that Canadians are a multicultural country which welcomes and treasures the variety of ethnic groups.  

1. Immigration to Canada throughout the centuries

About 10,000 years ago the first immigrants to the cold country in the North were Asian who crossed the Bering Strait as the sea- level was so low because of the ice age that ocean had receded to deeper parts. These first immigrants were inhabited both North and South American. They hunted buffalo and deer, cultivated the land and established their own cultures. Nowadays they are considered indigenous people, called natives, aboriginal people or First Nations. Among them are the Ottawa or Iroquois, to name only two of the high number of different tribes that existed before European explorers came to Canada. 

Although the First Nations were the first peoples in Canada, their impact on the country, which was founded only in 1867, is of minor importance compared to the influence of the European settlers. 

Even though the Vikings, the very first settlers from Europe, came to what is today known as Quebec, at about 1000, their small settlement was of next to no importance to the history of Canada. 

Only when the French and English arrived in the 15th century did Canada start to develop its own culture.  

1.1. French Immigrants
Jacques Cartier is a well- known name in Canada as he was the first explorer who actually established a French settlement in Canada. Therefore, is can be called the founding father of the French part of Canada, Quebec and be made responsible for the bilingual…
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