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	As Canadians, many of our hearts are warmed when we visit another country and see a Canadian flag on someone’s backpack, or when we hear the familiar sounds of the Saturday night hockey game. Some of us might even say “eh” quite a bit, and undoubtedly, there are those among us who drink copious amounts of beer, and those who are very polite, and those who need their Tim Hortons (comparable to Starbucks) fix each morning.

Upon taking a closer look at our nation and the people who define themselves as Canadian, can we really paint everyone as a very polite hockey fan who has distinct speech patterns, drinks beer, and identifies closely with a coffee and doughnut franchise? 

Some might feel these stereotypes that have shaped the global perception of Canadians are merely a starting point in looking at our historically young, vast and diverse nation.

With our roots stemming from both aboriginal and European backgrounds, and a growing number of other ethnicities now populating the country, the term “multicultural” is often used to describe us.

According to a document titled Canadian Multiculturalism from the Library of Parliament website, it was during the 1960s that people voiced a need for the government’s policy of assimilation to end.

“Pressures for change stemmed from the growing assertiveness of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples, the force of Québécois nationalism, and the increasing resentment of ethnic minorities towards their place in society,” according to the document.

The document says that supporters of multicultural policies today believe they “encourage integration by telling immigrants they do not have to choose between preserving their cultural heritage and participating in Canadian society. Rather, they can do both.”

Yasmeen Abu-Laban, the author of a chapter in the book Profiles of Canada, wrote that multiculturalism “fosters a mindset that encourages identification with ancestral homelands and discourages identification with Canada, so that ‘there is more important than here.’”

“There’s the idea of the ‘hyphenated Canadian,’” Neilson said. “For example, African-Canadian, or French-Canadian. When are people able to define themselves as simply Canadian?”

We’re a diverse group of people, spread across a huge country, said Neilson, and with an array of traditions, histories and cultures, it’s nearly impossible to define what is at the heart of being Canadian. 

Adapted from: Jessica Williams. Unravelling the Canadian Stereotype. The Calgary Journal. October 6, 2009 < http://www.calgaryjournalonline.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=575:unravelling-the-canadian-stereotype&catid=36:infocus&Itemid=55> June, 14, 2010


Quotations:   DIRECT or INDIRECT?

1. Although there are many stereotypes regarding Canadians which identify them as people from the great country in the North, they themselves do not believe in characteristics which all Canadians share. (………..) Indirect
2. As Canada is a multicultural country immigrants are welcome to celebrate their own culture as well as adopt typical Canadian characteristics. (………..) Indirect
3. Therefore they are often considered “hyphenated Canadians”. (………) Direct
4. They allowed people to have their won culture because minority groups and the Québécois put pressure on the Canadian government. (……….) indirect
5. Therefore, there is no common Canadian identity “because multiculturalism ‘fosters a mindset that encourages identification with ancestral homelands and discourages identification with Canada’”. (……….)

6. So when are people able to define themselves as simply Canadian? ”We’re a diverse group of people, spread across a huge country, said Neilson, and with an array of traditions, histories and cultures, it’s nearly impossible to define what is at the heart of being Canadian. (……) Direct
Quoting: 

· “ ………………”

· “…………[…]……………………..” => Leaving out some of the quotation/ grammatical change/ addition

· “……………..’……………..’……………….” => Quotation within a quotation

· Quotations that are longer than THREE lines: indent and smaller, no quotation marks
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