The Salem Witch Hunts and Trials
Salem was a prosperous town in the Massachusetts Bay Area in the 17th century. Therefore, in 1689 they got the right to have their own church and they employed the Reverend Samuel Parris. Soon, however, the people from Salem wanted to get rid of the good reverend. 

Explain why the people of Salem wanted Parris to leave Salem. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Tituba, the reverend’s slave from Barbados, was one of the first to be accused of being witch. 
What had she done that made people believe in the accusations?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

The reason why the witch hunt started in Salem was the reports of the “afflicted girls”.
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During the trials the girls pretended to be tormented by the …………………………….. of the people they had accused of witchcraft. That was accepted as evidence until Gov. William Phips, after his …………………………had been accused to be a witch, changed this in October 1692. 
Most people in Salem hadn’t opposed the trials for fear of being accused themselves. Among those few that actually criticized the trials were ……………………………………………………, who later died under torture, and …………………………………………………….. who was hanged for practicing witchcraft. 

If these accused admitted to their services to Satan, they had to denounce others before they were freed. If they denied the accusations though, they were …………………………………………………………………. 

These people were charged because of this evidence: …………..………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


The Salem Witch Hunts and Trials

Salem was a prosperous town in the Massachusetts Bay Area in the 17th century. Therefore, in 1689 they got the right to have their own church and they employed the Reverend Samuel Parris. Soon, however, the people from Salem wanted to get rid of the good reverend. 

Explain why the people of Salem wanted Parris to leave Salem. 

As a former merchant, who had unsuccessfully worked in Barbados, he was very strict and asked for too much money, land and titles in compensation.
Tituba, the reverend’s slave from Barbados, was one of the first to be accused of being witch. 

What had she done that made people believe in the accusations?

To entertain the girls of the household (Betty and Abigail), she told them stories of magic and fortune- telling because otherwise the girls were only supposed to pray and do their chores. They were craving for something else. 
The reason why the witch hunt started in Salem was the reports of the “afflicted girls”.
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During the trials the girls pretended to be tormented by the spectre of the people they had accused of witchcraft. That was accepted as evidence until Gov. William Phips, after his wife had been accused to be a witch, changed this in October 1692. 

Most people in Salem hadn’t opposed the trials for fear of being accused themselves. Among those few that actually criticized the trials were Giles Corey, who later died under torture, and John Proctor who was hanged for practicing witchcraft. 

If these accused admitted to their service for Satan, they had to denounce others before they freed. If they denied the accusations though, they were found guilty and hanged. 

These people were charged with: Spectre tormenting the girls, puppets stuffed with needles, spectre coming to people’s bed and assaulting them (sexual undertone), purple spot “Witch’s tit” where Satan sucks from people, can’t bare to hear or say the Lord’s world (even people testifying on the witch’s behalf were not belived and sometimes even accused themselves, the girl’s power was amazing)


Abigail Williams


............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





Betty Parris


............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................








Ann Putnam


............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................








Mary Warren


............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................








PARANOIA and ACCUSATION


19 people were hanged, 5 died in prison





Abigail Williams


-11 years old


- lived with Reverend Parris (orphan)


- liked the attention she got when accusing others





Betty Parris


- 9 years old


- In February 1692 she was one of the girls (Abby and Ann) who had fits that couldn’t be explained by the pastor ort he doctors


=> People turned to the supernatural for explanations








Ann Putnam


-12 years old


- Gave witness against witched more than any other of the girls


- Only one to repent in 1706 in front of the Salem congregation “deceived by Satan”








Mary Warren


- 20 years old


- Servant at the Proctors


- testified on their behalf after Elizabeth had been arrested


- when she became a suspect because of that she rejoined the group of girls








PARANOIA and ACCUSATION


19 people were hanged, 5 died in prison








