VERSION

I) Vocabulary

Ways to find the meaning of unknown words: 

· Context

· Word families

· Similarities to other languages (e.g. German, French, Latin)

· Dictionary

· Look up the word

· Read ALL the different possibilities (explanation, example sentences)

Make lists of words that are unknown to you and LEARN/ memorize them on a daily basis.

	English Word
	Word families/ Definition/Usage
	German meaning

	contribution
	To contribute

To contribute money, to contribute a story to a book
	Beitrag


www.dictionary.com, www.leo.org 

II) Grammar

There are certain grammatical structure which can cause problems when translation from English into German

1. __________________________

a) Lobbyists have influenced the creation of legislation ever since the legislative branch was established with the Constitution of the United States of America. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) The have made the law. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. TENSES
See WORKSHEET

ATTENTION: When translating the progressive form, you will have to add “gerade” to indicate that something is happening right now. 

a) The senator was reading the bill when a lobbyist approached him.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
b) The senators are listening to the reading of the bill. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Sentence Structure
	Lobbies
	have grown
	in strength and influence
	in the US
	in recent years 



	Subject
	Predicate
	Verbal complement
	Place
	Time


German…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Conditional Clauses
	Type
	Grammar Rule
	English
	German

	I
	
	If the lobbyist can persuade the senator, the bill will pass.
	

	II
	
	If the interest group was rich, they could “contribute” more money.
	

	III
	
	If they had given him more money, he would have voted in favour of the bill. 
	


5. Reported Speech
a) The senator said that he wouldn’t support the bill.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b) The newspaper reported that the oil lobby had tried to influence the legislative process.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c) The representative of Big Tobacco says that people many people sue tobacco companies because they have been diagnosed with lung cancer.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

=> ALWAYS ……………………………………………………………………..in German
6. Contact Clauses
The lobbyist I talked to was representing the Big Three. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Participle Constructions
1. Form: 
Present Participle = Infinitive+ -ing going 



Past Participle = weak verbs –ed started/ strong verbs (3rd form) gone

2. Usage: 
Subject of main and subordinate clause must be the same

· adverbial clause: 
Having gone talked to the senator, the lobbyist knew about the problems there.

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· “and”: 


Opening the door he noticed another person in the library.

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· As a noun:

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· Relative clause: 
Lobbyists making deals with politicians corrupt the system.
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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	English Word
	Word families/ Definition/Usage
	German meaning

	contribution
	To contribute

To contribute money, to contribute a story to a book
	Beitrag


www.dictionary.com, www.leo.org 

II) Grammar

There are certain grammatical structure which can cause problems when translation from English into German

1. Present Perfect
a) Lobbyists have influenced the creation of legislation ever since the legislative branch was established with the Constitution of the United States of America. 

Seit die Legislative durch die Verfassung der Vereinigten Staaten gegründet wurde, beeinflussen Lobbyisten das Gesetzgebungsverfahren. 

b) The have made the law. 

Sie haben ein Gesetz verabschiedet. 

2. TENSES
See WORKSHEET

ATTENTION: When translating the progressive form, you will have to add “gerade” to indicate that something is happening right now. 

a) The senator was reading the bill when a lobbyist approached him.
Der Senator las gerade den Gesetzesentwurf, als ein Lobbyist auf ihn zukam. 

b) The senators are listening to the reading of the bill. 

Die Senatoren hören der Lesung des Gesetzentwurfes zu.

3. Sentence Structure
	Lobbies
	have grown
	in strength and influence
	in the US
	in recent years 



	Subject
	Predicate
	Verbal complement
	Place
	Time


German In den letzten Jahren haben in den USA die Lobbys an Stärke und Einfluss zugenommen. 

4. Conditional Clauses

	Type
	Grammar Rule
	English
	German

	I
	Realistic condition (Present-Present/will- Future)
	If the lobbyist can persuade the senator, the bill will pass.
	Wenn der Lobbyist den senator überreden kann, dann wir der Gesetzentwurf durchkommen.

	II
	Hypothetical, theoretically possible

(past- conditional I)
	If the interest group was rich, they could “contribute” more money.
	Wenn die Interessengruppe reich ware, könnten sie mehr finanzielle Unterstützung leisten.

	III
	Hypothetical, reference to past events (past perfect-conditional II)
	If they had given him more money, he would have voted in favour of the bill. 
	Wenn sie ihm mehr geld gegeben hätten, dann hätte er für den Gesetzentwurf gestimmt.


5. Reported Speech
a) The senator said that he wouldn’t support the bill.

Der Senator sagte, dass er den Gesetzentwurf nicht unterstütze. 
b) The newspaper reported that the oil lobby had tried to influence the legislative process.

Die Zeitung berichtete, dass die Öllobby versucht habe, den Gesetzgebungsprozess zu beeinflussen.
c) The representative of Big Tobacco says that people many people sue tobacco companies because they have been diagnosed with lung cancer.

Der Vertreter der großen Tabakfirmen sagt, dass viele Leute die Tabakfirmen verklagten, weil sie mit Lungenkrebs diagnostiziert wurden.
=> ALWAYS KONJUNKTIV in German
6. Contact Clauses
The lobbyist I talked to was representing the Big Three. 

Der Lobbyist, mit dem ich mich unterhalten habe, vertrat die großen Drei.
7. Participle Constructions
1. Form: 
Present Participle = Infinitive+ -ing going 



Past Participle = weak verbs –ed started/ strong verbs (3rd form) gone

2. Usage: 
Subject of main and subordinate clause must be the same

· adverbial clause: 
Having talked to the senator, the lobbyist knew about the problems there.

Nachdem/ weil ich ….
· “and”: 


Opening the door he noticed another person in the library.

Ich öffnete die Tür und bemerkte…
· As a noun:

Beim Öffnen der Tür bemerkte ich….
· Relative clause: 
Lobbyists making deals with politicians corrupt the system.
Lobbyisten, die …..
