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You might remember the dread you felt when your English teacher told you that Shakespeare was on the curriculum and that you were supposed to read one of his famous plays. 

For two reasons students feel this dread regarding the great bard from Stratford-upon- Avon. Number one: Shakespeare’s language with his puns and 16th century vocabulary and style makes it very difficult for modern day students to understand the genius plays. 
Number two: theatre is something most students consider boring and only something for rich people and intellectuals who go to see a play garbed in elegant dresses.

These prejudices and facts about Shakespeare’s plays, which are shared by most people, are the reasons why German singer, Heinz Rudolph Kunze, has been transforming plays like “As you like it” or “The Midsummer Night’s Dream” into German musicals. He wants people to return to theatres and to see the genius of William Shakespeare. So that the audience can digest Shakespeare easier, Kunze uses his own language and replaces Shakespeare’s humour with contemporary jokes and innuendoes. 

Kunze’s success proves that Shakespeare’s plays with their always relevant topics of love, revenge, greed etc. can be made attractive to a modern audience as well. This is especially true for the comedies as they are easier to translate into modern times and simply more entertaining and fun to watch on his open- air stage. 
