Henry’s Day at School A Star Called Henry p. 78-81
	Aspects
	A Star Called Henry  (p. 78-81)/ Literary Terms

	GENRE (=literary type or class)
	Novel prose narrative

	THEME(=central idea or message)
	Dominant theme is the life of Henry Smart/ development of his character Development/ biography of Henry Smart in times of Irish Revolution

	SETTING (=time and place)
	Setting Dublin School behind the big railings, Henry 9 years old (1910)

	PLOT (= sequence of events)
	Action Henry and his brother Victor try to go to school where Henry is  very impressed with the teacher, Miss O’Shea

Flashback Henry tells his story from the present but talks about events in the past

Structure chronological order

	POINT of VIEW
	Narrator first person(- omniscient)  

	CHARACTERS
	Protagonist, hero Henry

Indirect/implicit characterization Henry’s narrative gives the reader and insight into his psyche

Direct characterization Henry describes himself and others (subjective)
Round character Henry (autobiography)- BUT subjective

	ATMOSPHERE (=the feeling a literary work creates in the reader)
	Atmosphere: depressing(poor conditions, Victor’s health) and excited (success in school, enjoys learning)

	STYLE (=how a writer uses language)
	Informal style direct speech is used to present dialogue, choice of words, short sentences

NOT low register because there are stylistic devices used => old Henry is much more educated

Tone is serious (Victor’s health, conditions) but also humorous (Miss O’Shea’s reaction to Henry)


Summary: 

The novel A Star Called Henry by Irish writer Roddy Doyle revolves around the life of Henry Smart Junior who was born into the Irish Revolution of the beginning 20th century. Being a Dubliner, Henry experiences first- hand the conflict between the Irish and their British conquerors. 

Roddy Doyle presents to the reader this text passage through the omniscient perspective of his protagonist Henry.  In this flashback the then 9- year- old boy describes his first day at school and his first encounter with his later wife Miss O’ Shea, who is the teacher at the school. The scene’s atmosphere is rather ambiguous as Henry is excited about the knowledge that he can gather in school and about Miss O’ Shea’s obvious infatuation with him. He, however, feels depressed because of the curriculum’s focus on religious matters and his little brother’s health, which seems to get worse.  
[This ambiguity dictates also the scene’s tone which is humorous when it comes to the description of school and his conversation with his teacher, but sad and serious when Henry talks about Victor’s health.]
Characterization:  

	Henry
	· 9 years old but looks much older You are not, said the voice (p. 79,11)
· Tall The desk came part of the way with me; my legs were squashed into it (p. 81,14)
· Has got a little brother who is sick (cough) and whom is takes care of and worries about 

· Have lived in the street for three years (p.78,23-28)
· Scruffy eyes made khaki by ancient scabs and hair that stood up to get away from the nits (p. 79,23)
· Street-smart, intelligent (calculates only with real things and not with abstract numbers) cows, bottles of Porter (p.80,32-p.81,5), picks up things fast by the end of the first day I could struggle through the first four pages of a book (p.80,24)
· Obnoxious and arrogant, has already a sense of humour/ irony I was busy I said (p. 79,15)


	Miss O’Shea
	· wears a brown dress/ brown buttons with brown boots and has a bun from which some hair escaped (p.79,7 +32-36)
· teacher
· She cares about children despite their appearance She reached out again; she braved the filth  and rested her hand on my hair (p. 79,29)

· Knows Irish Tar Istigh (p.80,19)



	Relationship
	· She cares for the kids and is concerned for their well- being She reached out again; she braved the filth and rested her hand on my hair (p. 79,29), Will your mammy be waiting for you? (p. 81,19)

· She likes Henry for his smartness (shows him off to the others (p. 80-81, 33-9)
· Henry thinks that she is in love with him and behaves like a macho She was fighting the urge to pat me again (p. 80,31) Are you going to marry her?- Don’t know, I said. I might.            (p. 81,30)

· She seems to be interested in him for his boldness and intelligence, feels sympathy and he misinterprets as infatuation (big ego) BUT with the knowledge of what will happen later, Henry might be right


	Stylistic Devices
	· Oxymoron/Contrast: bright but illiterate (p. 78,26) – show the ambiguity of his situation: he could be much more if he only got the support => justifies his decision to get a school education

· Dust that was bright and clean (p. 80,29) – show Henry’s positive attitude towards school and his enjoyment, so he considers dust something beautiful 

· Simile: That shone like a lamp behind her head (p. 79,33) – he is infatuated with her, so he exaggerates his description of her

· Ellipsis: conversations – make them more authentic (colloquial style with direct speech)

	Style, tone, register
	· Informal style direct speech is used to present dialogue, choice of words, short sentences

· NOT low register because there are stylistic devices used => old Henry is much more educated

· Tone is serious (Victor’s health, conditions) but also humorous (Miss O’Shea’s reaction to Henry)


Henry Smart Jr. belongs to the lower class in Ireland. Is he a victim of his social/ family background? Discuss. 

· YES, he is a victim: Separation of Melody and Henry Sen. caused Henry to fend for himself, his mother was too poor to send him to school

· NO, he isn’t a victim: Henry is smart and so he could achieve much more by putting his mind to it BUT because of his association with the Irish Army and his illegal dealings he can’t advance himself. 
Henry Smart Junior, the protagonist of Roddy Doyle’s novel “A Star Called Henry”, has achieved in his first twenty years, which are described in the narrative, quite a few accomplishments. He fights for the Irish independence, survives the Easter Rising, trains Irish rebels, assassinates British enemies and their allies and becomes the father of a daughter called “Freedom”. The only thing he doesn’t accomplish is to advance himself socially.

Born into the lower classes to a 17- year- old inexperienced girl and her 21-year- old husband, who assassinates people for a living, Henry seems to be predestined to stay in this social class. This social background causes him to remain on the bottom of the social ladder as his parents, who have separated shortly after his birth, neither have the money nor the inclination to send Henry to school where he would get an education which could help him to get a good job and climb that ladder. His mother’s focus is on her alcohol addiction and her dead children and his father his only interested in helping his employer Dolly Oblong, so Henry is forced to fend for himself. 
Even though Henry’s family doesn’t provide him with money or education, Henry could easily advance himself by using his smarts and wits. In the beginning 20th century a young, strong and intelligent man like Henry could advance himself to the middle class if he only put his mind to it. His focus is though on earning the respect of his fellow rebels and the admiration of the Dublin women rather than on earning money and making a name for himself. Although he makes some money by taking his 10% from every collection he can get his hand on, it isn’t enough to escape from the lower classes. It is these illegal dealings which prevent him from becoming a respectable and hardworking middle class Irishman. 

But even if Henry had left the path of crime and rebellion, it is questionable whether he would have succeeded as the situation is Ireland during the Revolution made it even for better off Irishmen difficult to remain in their social class. So in addition to his parents, the political situation in Ireland should be blamed for Henry’s social misery

