Abitur 2003 Tortilla Curtain
1. Améica

· Illegal immigrant from Mexico who is in Los Angeles (for four months)

· Grew up at the ocean and enjoyed life there
· Married to Candido

· Looking for a job (sewing job) because they have no job and no accommodation

· Suspicious of Americans: 

· Americans don’t want them because they think that they take away their jobs

· Americans want to get rid of them 

2. Venice Beach

· Spend precious money to get to Venice where a Guatemalan woman told her that she could get a sewing job ($ 3.35/ hour)

· The address the woman had given her proved to be worth nothing

· As a consequence she is disappointed and loses her orientation

· She seems to be confronted with animosities from Americans on her way

3. Behaviour and feelings
· She is frightened 

· of the cars “lethal hissing chain” l. 27, they are like monsters (she is aware of every movement and sound)

· she fears to be discovered by the police and be deported => she runs for cover l. 37

· of getting injured or bitten by spiders and snakes

=> she feels like a hunted deer l. 38 f

· She is exhausted and disappointed because she couldn’t land the job => thirsty and hungry

4. Language

· L. 33 daggers: metaphor (dangerous- grass)

· L. 36 stage: metaphor (she feels exposed to the noise of the cars and on the brink of being discovered)

· L. 38 cold beams of light hunted her: oxymoron, personification
· L. 40 swish: onomatopoeia (=Lautmalerei)

· L. 45 hungry- ravenous: climax (showing her desperation and hunger)

· L. 45 drink up the whole streambed: exaggeration
5. Discovery
· At first she is angry because she thinks that Cándido might be drunk because of getting a job and therefore asleep

· This makes her especially angry since she had gone through so much that day “nine circles of Hell” (l. 52): no food since breakfast, northing to drink => rage

· When she realized that he is not drunk she know that they will get into trouble

· Frame function: Passage starts out with America finding him and tells the story of her day up to that moment

When América comes to the canyon she sees a man and thinks that it is her husband Cándido sleeping which makes her very angry and frustrated with him. She guesses that he is drunk and is sleeping of his hangover after celebrating that he got a job. 

Although a job would help them, she is almost in a rage because, while he has been sleeping here, she had to “struggle through the nine circles of Hell” (l. 52/53).  This included having had nothing to eat since breakfast and being very thirsty from the long walk from Venice where she was looking for a job unsuccessfully and eventually got lost for hours. At a closer look, she, however, realizes that there is something wrong with him and gets concerned.

This incident forms a frame with the beginning of the text passage when she describes finding her husband. In between she tells what had happened to her up to that point. 

The 2004 blockbuster Spanglish was quite entertaining like most Adam Sandler movies as it portrayed the clash of two cultures in the present day United States. The film tells the story of a young Mexican immigrant who is employed by the character played by Sandler as a housemaid. This poses problems and causes funny misunderstandings because she can’t speak English and relies on her daughter to interpret. Although this language barrier makes the movie at times a hilarious piece of entertainment it refers to a serious fact in the United States these days as many Hispanic immigrants, unlike their European predecessors, aren’t able to speak English. 
In the past immigrants tended to learn English in order to be able to communicate with the “indigenous” people of their new home country in order to become a part of US society. As they embraced the US culture, including, the English language, they became part of the huge “melting pot” that America had become due to large numbers of immigrants. 

Nowadays immigrants, mainly from Central and Southern America, refuse to learn English in favour of their mother tongue as sign of opposition to US culture. They speak their language as part of their culture which they value and therefore want to keep. 
With rising numbers of Spanish speaking citizens, this refusal has already caused major changes in the United States as the government and society must respond to this situation. 

Most laws that the government has ratified are published both in English and Spanish, signs at, for example airports, are both in English and Spanish, schools offer bilingual classes, so that Spanish speaking students don’t get disadvantaged. There will be certainly more changes coming to the United States and there is even talk of Spanish becoming the second official language of the United States although critics fear that with this step US culture will decline and disappear eventually. 

If things will develop that way though the plot of Spanglish might actually become a normal situation in the United States as people try to overcome their language barriers- nothing funny but a serious national problem.  
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