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1. The smog in 1948
· American Steel & Wire Company and Zinc Works (main employer)- closed in 1966
· October 27, 1948 smog was so dense that vehicles couldn’t drive and people needed flashlights to find their way around

· Unusual weather inversion caused the smog
· Sulphuric acid, nitrogen dioxide, fluorine

· Smog came from the mills

· At first people didn’t recognize the dangerous situation only when people started dying did they see the danger

=> 20 people died or got severely ill until October, 31 when the rain cleared the smog

=> Even afterwards there were many people who suffered and died from the consequences 

=> Companies never admitted responsibility BUT it settled lawsuits

2. Recognition of the Air pollution disaster
· With the 50th anniversary of the disaster people in Donora people put a historical marker to commemorate the event

· With the 60th anniversary people hold memorials for the families who have lost beloved ones and there are discussions about what people have learned from the events
3. Lessons learned
· National attention

· Local and state pollution control laws (Federal Clean Air Act, 1970)

· Donora Museum: be part of the environmental movement and reminder of the serious problems air pollution can cause

· Important for countries in India and Asia that share the same situations 
4. The Museum
· in a former Chinese restaurant

· photographs, old newspapers, maps, copies of studies
· Teacher is archivist

Questions on the text
1. Describe the Donora incident that occurred in 1948.
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2. Explain why it has been important to bring people’s attention to the Donora smog. 



- So people learn a lesson and prevent things like that from happening (China and India)



- They have already been successful: environmental laws, research on the topic
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2. Explain why it has been important to bring people’s attention to the Donora smog. 

Although the Donora air pollution incident of 1948 has been a horrible experience, they don’t intend to forget about it. Instead they commemorate the disaster at its 60th anniversary with the opening of a museum, lectures and memorials, so that others can learn a valuable lesson from what happened in Donora.  

Bringing people’s attention to the health risks that accompany heavy industry in the form of environmental pollution has already been successful in the past. Politicians, for example, made laws, like the Clean Air Act, against environmental pollution in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Nevertheless, there are still many people who need to be convinced that economical growth comes at a price- for both the environment and the people. Donorans hope that their example will help people in India and Asia, where there are similar conditions as in Donora in the 1940s, not to share their fate.   
They want to make people aware of the problems that caused the smog in Donora in 1948. They opened a museum last week during the 60th anniversary that should help people to understand and learn from their mistakes in the past that led to the incident.

Thank God, they have already been successful in this endeavour, as laws were made. The Clean Air Act was ratified in 1970 and was a starting point for the legislation against that.
There are still people who would rather push economical growth than care about the consequences this might have on them and their environment. These people in Asia and India need to learn from Donora’s example to prevent terrible accidents like the one that killed 20 people in this Pennsylvania city in 1948. 
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Pay ATTENTION to: 

- Sentence cohesion: 

· Use sentence connectors: but, because, and, so, then , after that, yet, however
· Use relative clauses to refer to things previously mentioned

· Use demonstrative pronouns (this, that, these, those) to refer to things previously mentioned

· Use synonyms or antonyms not to repeat words that you refer to

- Reference: 

· When naming things/ people for the first time refer to them by name, after that you can replace them with personal pronouns

· Don’t count on the reader to know your references/ allusions without any further explanation

- Information:

· Be precise 

· Be concise

- Examples:

· ALWAYS include examples to prove your point
COMMENT: 

Children were the losers of the Industrial Revolution. Do you agree?

INTRO: 

· Children with amputations, dying 

· Reference to child labour in China and India these days

MAIN PART:

· Child Labour: contribute to the families income, exploited by employers (orphanages) 

· Children were injured in jobs (example: lost limbs when crawling under machines in textile industry, mine explosions)

· Children were starving/ living under bad conditions (no sanitary, not enough food because of big families, times of strike)

CONCLUSION: 

· In GB situation improved (education, labour was forbidden), BUT need to do something so this won’t repeat itself in China and India
The Industrial Revolution in Great Britain in the 19th century is often glorified as a time of progress and both economical and political advancement. As a consequence the British Empire grew stronger and Britain established its role as a worldwide leader in economy and politics. There is, however, another side to this medal. 
In a social context the Industrial Revolution was a total disaster as many families suffered under the gruesome working conditions, industrial pollution and had to cope with unemployment because they had been replaced by far more efficient machines. 
But the weakest under them, the children, had to suffer the most. 

In order to lighten the family’s financial burden children had to contribute to the family’s income by working in, for instance, mills, where they picked up cotton from under running machines. Sometimes they worked also in coal mines because their bodies were small enough to slither through the narrow shafts. 

There they had to work from 14-16 hours a day without sensible breaks or nutritious food, so these children fell ill and often died from malnutrition or shear exhaustion. In addition to that, the children often got injured or even died in the course of their work, when their limbs got stuck in the weaving machine or explosions in the mines killed them. 
Those children had no chance whatsoever to advance themselves, as there was no time for school and too many employers who tried to exploit them. Fortunately, this time has passed in Great Britain and British children nowadays go to school and enjoy their free time. Unfortunately, there are, however, children in China and India, up coming industrial superpowers, who haven’t learned from the past as their children go through the same cycle of hell as kids in the 19th century. 
