British History 
1. Beginning of the 1st British Empire
· Centred on Caribbean and East Coast of North America

· 1607 Roanoke Island 

· 1620 Puritans arrived at the Massachusetts Bay and founded cities (Boston) and universities (Harvard). They had been persecuted in England because of their religious faith

· Consequence: more colonies were founded as places of religious toleration (Rhode Island, Maryland/ Catholics), trading companies
2. Further expansion into the North
· After 1688 further expansion due to wars with France

· 1670 Hudson Bay Company tried to expand trade into the North (up to Newfoundland)

· Colonies were used as sources for raw material and as markets for goods which had been manufactured in GB

· Focus on export; Navigation Act (1651) that goods could only be imported to GB on English ships.

3. West Indies
· 1623 Saint Christopher (St. Kitts)
· Plantations as a economic basis (tobacco, later sugar)

· Planting sugar need more labour, so slaves were “imported” to the Caribbean islands (“forced immigration”)

· Treaty of Madrid (1670) acknowledged English possessions in Caribbean

· 1672 Royal Africa Company established to enforce English slave trade.

4. Independence of USA

· Expansion became expensive, so the imposed taxes on their colonists (1765 Stamp Act)

· Colonies united against the British (Boston Tea Party, 1773)

· 4th July 1776 the Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence.

· The Wars of Independence were ended in 1781 with the surrender of General Cornwallis because the French fought on the Americans’ side.

5. Beginning of the 2nd British Empire

· Market focused on Asia because of spices and the need for markets for the mass produced English good (Industrial Revolution)

· India had to export cotton and import cloth for a lot of money

· Based on economy
· Aided by the East India Company

6. India and Australia

· Duke Wellington established British rule in India by 1805 (replaced Indian monarch)

· By 1828 English was established as the official language

· After Captain Cook  had explored the Indian Ocean Britain took finally an interest in Australie

· Used for convicts after North American colonies were lost.

7. The Napoleonic Wars

· Admiral Horatio Nelson secured the possessions in the Mediterranean in the Battle of the Nile and the Battle of Trafalgar (although they had been aided by the Dutch)

· In North America the British tried to secure their possessions in the War of 1812 => Conquests in Canada made sure that Britain kept its influence

· Consequence of Napoleonic Wars: new possessions (Java, Indonesia, Cape Colony/ South Africa) confirmed by the Congress of Vienna in 1815

8. South Africa

· Established strong presence in Africa with the acquisition of Cape Colony (South Africa)
· Controversy with Boers (German and Dutch settlers) => migrated north (to Orange Free State); finally defeated in the Boers Wars (1899- 1902) who had opposed Britain’s aggressive approach

· New Imperialism (more aggressive approach) => 1882: Egypt and Suez Canal

· Betchuana Land (1885) and Rhodesia (1890 by Cecil Rhodes)

CONSEQUENCES

	(
	(

	· safety and freedom

· political order (bicameral system)

· system of jurisdiction

· built schools and hospitals

· establishment of English as a global language

· values, traditions and culture
	· destruction of many cultures

· establishing the principle of white supremacy


COMMONWEALTH of Nations
· 1867: in order to prevent another War of Independence the Empire granted Canada to become a dominion of the Empire with home rule => many colonies followed Canada’s example and became independent

· 1926 Imperial Conference/ 1931 Statute of Westminster: “Commonwealth” (= voluntary association)

· The Commonwealth organizes programs regarding economy, government and education (UK finances 30%)

· Leaders of Commonwealth countries meet every two years

· Observe that the countries keep democratic system and human rights

· Plan on modernize the organization to meet the demands of the 21st century
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(=British civil servants are stationed in colonies)
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1588 Defeat of the Spanish Armada



=> England #1 Sea Power
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	Halloween

	State where there was the first English settlement.
	This man fought non- violently against the British occupation
	Date of the Halloween Night.

	The Puritans founded this prestigious university.
	English was established as the official language in India that year (1828)
	Expression for a carved pumpkin.

	This political body signed the Declaration of Independence.
	This man was responsible for the victories at sea during the Napoleonic Wars.
	This country is the origin of the Halloween tradition.

	This military leader surrendered that year to the Americans in Yorktown.
	This man invited the colonial powers to divide up Africa
	This vegetable was used for candles before the Irish used pumpkins.

	The Americans signed the Declaration of Independence in this US city.
	This PM established the Policy of the new and more aggressive imperialism
	Before children started trick- or treating, people went from house to house to ask for this.
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- used for British convicts











