Early British History
1800 BC Stonehenge 

1. Celtic Period 600 BC- 450 AD (Iron Age)
· Gaels: invaded Scotland (Scots = tribe from Ireland) settled in Scotland which had been inhabited by the Picts

· Britons: settled in England 

Celts mixed with the dark- complexioned native inhabitants (some of their descendents survived in the Celtic Fringe into the 20th century)

· agriculture and fishing

· nomads in the mountains and Ireland

· religious life was influenced by priest caste (=druids)

· clans

2. Roman Occupation 43 AD- 400 AD
· Invasion by Caesar already in 55 BC => no permanent settlements
· Romanization through trade with Roman rules Gaul
· Conquered by Claudius  in 43 AD 
· Hadrian’s Wall (protection against the Picts who could not be conquered)
Only Roman soldiers, merchants and officials stayed in Britain, there was no immigration from Rome

· military camps ( towns ending in – chester, -cester, - caster castrum) e.g. Winchester

· many towns were founded: Bath (popular Roman spa)
· supported agricultural expansion
· brought Christian belief to Britain
Romans left Britain because they were ordered back to Rome to protect the empire from Germanic invasion

3. Anglo- Saxon Period 450 AD- 1066 AD
· Angles from Schleswig

· Saxons from northwest Germany

· Jutes came from Jutland or the Rhine

Were probably called to Britain to help them to protect themselves from the Picts

· Northumbria: King Edwin (=> Edinburgh) introduced Christianity and dominated culture in the 7th century

· Mercia: predominated in the 8th century; defeated Edwin and his successor Oswald

· Wessex: predominated from 9th century onwards after having protected themselves from Mercia, defeated them in 825 and achieved first union of England thereby. 
4. Scandinavian and Danish Invasions 9th century
· Vikings came via Orkneys to Scotland and Ireland, Isle of Man; founded Dublin and Waterford and many towns in Scotland

· Danes invaded from the east (Thames- Tyne) looting coastal cities and devastating the country; defeated by King Alfred of Wessex who Christianized them and allowed them to settle in the Midland area “Danelaw”

5. Norman Period 1066-1154

· Battle of Hastings: Anglo- Saxon King Edward left no children, so he promised the throne to William of Normandy (Edward was the son of a Norman princess), but Harold, who had been elected king of Wessex opposed him (portrayed on Bayeux Tapestry) 

· William was crowned in Westminster Abbey (built by Edward) on Christmas 1066 

· Important positions were given to Normans

· Land was registered for taxing purposes in the Doomsday Book in 1086

· King demanded the oath of allegiance

· French had a huge influence on the English language 
