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) Shakespeare- A Literary Genius or a Big Fake?

William Hazlitt said in his essay that Shakespeare wasn’t a genius because he was so different from the writers of his age but his “(1) genius was [him] virtually including the genius of all the great men of his age”. Among these great men was playwright Christopher Marlowe, poets like Edmund Spenser or Sir Philip Sidney, progressive thinkers like Sir Francis Bacon or Sir Thomas More. These men helped make 17th century England one of the most important and literary productive eras in British history for they forged new ideas and produced some of the finest pieces of art and literature that the world has seen so far. They have become famous, respected and, in More’s case, even canonized but only Shakespeare has made it to become a worldwide household name. 

There are critics that believe that John “Milton is better then Shakespeare” saying “that Milton is the ‘more salient and important’ of these literary giants.”(2), but when we look at school curriculums around the world we won’t find Milton’s name in there but it is Shakespeare and his opus that is compulsory for students of English.  

Therefore it seems that there has been nobody in the world to match Shakespeare’s literary talents. Even great poets like Percy B. Shelley or his contemporary Lord Byron haven accomplished to lend their name to a stylistic form of poetry. Ever since Petrarch introduced sonnets to the world, only Shakespeare left such a remarkable fingerprint on this form of poetry, so that it was named after him. 

His plays have entertained audiences for centuries: Desdemona’s death (3) has millions of people brought to tears, Hamlet’s father’s ghost (4) has scared people beyond their wits, Puck (5) has made people laugh so hard so that they couldn’t stay in their seats. Most of Shakespeare’s plays, which revolve around the themes of love, greed and jealousy, are so eternally true that they have been adapted to blockbuster movies ( e. g. O, Ten Things I Hate About You, A Midsummer Night’s Dream etc.) . Even Shakespeare’s life itself made was the topic of many a movie (e.g. Shakespeare in Love).  

[…]

There are, however, literary experts, namely the Oxfordians, who believe that all this wasn’t accomplished by a man of low education from a rural English town. One Delia Bacon started with these anti- Startford sentiment. 

“Bacon was born in 1811 in the frontier country of Ohio, into a large family and a small log cabin. The family was poor, an became more so after her father died when Delia was young. Delia was bright and apparently very pretty but not terribly stable. […] Gradually, for reasons that are not clear, she became convinced that Francis Bacon, her distinguished namesake, was the true author of William Shakespeare.” (6)


Delia Bacon (7)
Francis Bacon is not the only candidate considered to have taken Shakespeare as an alias. There is the Earl of Oxford, who experts believe, would have had the education to write about the diverse topics that occur in Shakespeare’s plays and accomplish the linguistic ingenuity. Christopher Marlowe, Sir Philip Sidney or Mary Sidney, Countess of Pembroke are all possible “suspects.” Some believe that this group of people has shared the work of writing Shakespeare plays and pieces of poetry. (8)
) The Oxfordians
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