Elizabethan Beliefs Usborne World of Shakespeare, p. 6-7
Religion

· Protestant after Reformation/ Establishment of Church of England by Henry VIII

· Catholics were not allowed to hold public office (considered traitors- conspiracies against Elizabeth by Jesuits supported by France and Spain)

· Puritans wanted to purify Anglicanism from Catholic influence/ elements; against indulgences (fine clothes, drinking, dancing, gambling, theatre)

Chain of Being

	
http://stirlinge20.wordpress.com/macbeth/the-great-chain-of-being/
	· Attempt to give order to society “God’s creation”

· Hierarchy starting from God

· Monarch on top (even though Elizabeth was a woman) followed by aristocrats and churchmen

· Accepting position and living according to it => going to heaven


Myths and Magic

· Folklore (Celtic tradition) and superstition were part of people’s lives (often in reference to the bible)- Dr Dee

· Fairies, goblins and sprites were considered dangerous 

· Witches were blamed for diseases and bad luck

· Human body (microcosm) to reflect the macrocosm (=universe): link between signs of zodiac and parts of the body

· Body contained humours which if out of balance could cause problems
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Sanguine | [hot, moist [ air Optimistic, red-checked, corpulent,irresponsible (compare Falstaf).
Choleric |[hot, dry ||fire Short-tempered, red-haired, thin, ambitious (compare Hotspu).

. ||cold, Shiggish, pallid. corpulent, lazy (Are any of Shakespeare's characters
Phicgmatic || °* || water by
Melancholic | cold, dry [[earth || Introspective, sallow, thin (compare Richard I, Hamlet).





Exploration Queen Elizabeth I- Pitkin Guide

· Important seafarers: Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, Martin Frobisher, Sir John Hawkins

· Voyages opened new lands for colonization and provided trade routes (Elizabeth realized that international trade is of great importance)

· 1599 East India Company founded

· Frobisher explored the North- West Passage => Trade with Burma and India

· Gilbert attempted to colonize the New Continent, Raleigh succeeded and named it in honour of Elizabeth “Virginia”

· Sir Francis Drake surrounded the globe in the “Golden Hind” from 1577- 1580; during this voyage he plundered Spanish ships and sailed the Magellan Strait => angered Philip 
The Armada Queen Elizabeth I- Pitkin Guide
· King Philip II of Spain sent Spanish Armada to England in 1588 

· to defend the true belief against heretic and infidels 

· To get back the influence he had when Mary was queen: he couldn’t marry Elizabeth, his ships were robbed by English pirates (Drake) whom the queen supported

· English seafarers (Drake) raided Spanish ships

· Failure of Pro- Catholic rebellion and Mary’s execution as a consequence

· England had supported Denmark in its conflict against Spain to keep the trade with them 

· King Philip was inexperienced as a soldier and as a sailor and didn’t conduct the attack in a clever way

· Elizabeth motivated her experienced sailors and people by showing that she was dependent on her subjects and that she was ready to die for her country

· Elizabeth has ships that were faster and easier to handle

· The sailors were more experienced than the Spanish soldiers and had better knowledge of the weather conditions and the waters
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http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~buckley/armadalarge.jpg
Artistic Achievement Queen Elizabeth I- Pitkin Guide
· Surrounded by great artistic minds: William Byrd, John Dowland (composers), Francis Bacon (essayist), Edmund Spencer (poet), Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare (playwrights)

· Language and literacy were improved

· Tudor architecture

· 1576:  three theatres were built for the increasingly popular theatre entertainment and Lord Leicester became patron to the first permanent player group in 1587.

· Clerical and secular music 

· Miniature painting (Nicolas Hilliard and Isaac Oliver)

· High number of publishing (Elizabeth’s own books and pamphlets), she supported the publishing of historical and topographical works

· Raphael Holinshed Chronicle (1577): History of England, Ireland and Scotland (Source for Shakespeare’s history plays)
